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Presentation Outline & Topics
• GCDSE Overview, Responsibilities, & Structure

• Council Membership & Staffing

• State Council on Developmental Disability 
• Estimated DD Population in Alaska
• New Five-Year Plan (2022-2026)

• Peer Power Annual Summit 2022 Highlights

• Upcoming June Council Meeting

• Questions?



Current GCDSE Responsibilities & Roles:
Mission: Creating change that improves the 
lives of Alaskans with disabilities.

Twenty-Five (25) GCDSE Council members 
are appointed by the Governor and serve 
three (3) year terms. 

The Council fills five (5) separate state and 
federal roles for the State of Alaska. 

The DD Act sets out three areas of focus:
1) Capacity Building
2) Advocacy 
3) Systems Change
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Council Executive Leadership
Heidi Lieb-
Williams

Council Chair

Jena Crafton
Vice Chair

Corey Gilmore
Community 

Inclusion Support 
Services 

Ric Nelson
Self-Advocacy & 

Leadership

Jeanne Gerhardt-
Cyrus

At Large Member

Dean Paul
Employment

Art DeLaune
Legislative Chair

Jena Crafton
ICC

Shelly Vendetti-
Vukovich

SEAP

Multiple Council 
Members

SESA

Non-Executive 
Standing  
Committees
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Current Council Staff

Acting Exec. Director
Patrick Reinhart

Business Services 
Project Manager 

Michael Stevenson

Research Analyst
Lanny Mommsen

Admin Assistant
Ian Miner

Planner 
Vacant

Program 
Coordinator 2

Rich Saville

Program 
Coordinator 2

Vacant

Program 
Coordinator 1

Jamie Kokoszka



Estimated Alaskans with Developmental Disabilities
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Data Context & Limitations: 

• There is no Alaska-specific data for estimating the prevalence rate of 
individuals with developmental disabilities (DD). 

• According to Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce, the 2020 (most 
recent year data is available) estimated population of Alaska was: 728,903 
(Source: https://live.laborstats.alaska.gov/pop/)

• The unavailability of state-specific data on the prevalence of DD is a 
national issue. Our estimate is based on the widely-used (and accepted) 
national prevalence rate of 1.58% cited in Larson et al (2001).

• This prevalence rate is twenty (20) years old and is being reviewed 
nationally.

• The actual rate may be much higher due to issues like FASD in Alaska 
being significantly underreported (but again, we don’t have accurate 
Alaska specific data on FASD). 
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State Council on Developmental Disabilities: 
New Five-Year Plan (2022 – 2026) Overview

Goal 1: 
Community 
Inclusion, 

Supports, & 
Services

Goal 2: Self-
Advocacy & 
Leadership

Goal 3: 
Employment
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GCDSE Spotlight –Peer Power Summit
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Peer Power Self-
Advocacy Summit
• Group Identified Three Important Issues 

• Transportation
• Housing
• Access to Services

• Broke into Small Groups

• Each group created presentation on the 
topic of their choice

• Had a rap, a skit, a video, several 
speeches, and lots of great ideas!
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Peer Power Small Group Focus Area Example
TRANSPORTATION
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Open Ended Question & Answer Samples
What do you think the most valuable 
information for you from this summit?

• Connecting & Networking
• “Hearing from other Alaskans”

• “Making friends & connecting

• “I feel like I matter, and now I believe I 
matter to someone else”

• “Really getting to know and respect the 
knowledge, intelligence, and talent of the 
people in the room”

What topics would you like to see in 
future Peer Power Summits?

• Navigating systems/services
• Types of waivers
• Connecting with services
• Choosing services

• How to advocate
• Knowing what to do
• How to become a speaker/leader

• Games
• More fun games
• Zumba
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Questions?
Patrick Reinhart

Acting Executive Director

550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1230

Anchorage, AK 99507

Phone: 907-269-8990 

Email: GCDSE_Staff@alaska.gov
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Next Council Meeting Date: June 1st & June 2nd in Anchorage
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